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Claims 



What is claimed is: 



CI 7 



11. A method for an automated operating system upgrade in an information 

2 handling system, from an older version to a newer version, comprising; 

3 initiating a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system upgrade 

4 preparation media; 

5 determining an eligibility of the infomnation handling system for upgrade in 

6 response to the preparation; and 
proceeding with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 

8 determination, othenwise terminating the upgrade preparation. 



ip 1 2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 prior to initiating the preparation, providing a user interface display page, the 

user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 
instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 
preparation. 
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3. The method of claim 2, wherein the user interface display page includes a 



2 web page. 



1 4. The method of claim 1 , wherein initiating the preparation for the upgrade 

2 includes executing a preparation program from the operating system upgrade 

3 preparation media, the program including instructions executable by the Information 

4 handling system for scanning a current hardware configuration of the information 

5 handling system, and wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling 

6 system for the upgrade includes comparing the scanned current hardware 

7 configuration with a listing of hardware configurations predetemnined to be 
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8 compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

1 5. The method of claim 4, wherein the program further including instructions 

2 executable by the information handling system for retrieving a system identification 

3 from the information handling system, and further wherein determining the eligibility 

4 of the information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the retrieved 

5 system identification with a listing of system identifications predetermined to be 

6 compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

^ ®- method of claim 1 , wherein proceeding with the upgrade preparation in 

O 2 response to a detemriination of eligibility, the method further comprising: 
11 3 retrieving a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 

4 handling system; and 
fi 5 detemnining whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 

f 6 cun-ent, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media and 

P! 7 replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

p 1 7. The method of claim 6, wherein replacing the system BIOS Rev with the 

ft* 2 upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

1 8. The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

2 retrieving an Identification of at least one driver from the information handling 

3 system; and 

4 copying an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information 

5 handling system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the 

6 retrieved driver identification. 

1 9. The method of claim 8, wherein the driver includes at least one of an audio 

2 driver, video driver, modem driver, and network driver. 
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1 1 0. The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

2 setting a registry in the information handling system, the registry configured to 

3 enable the newer version of the operating system to automatically detect the 

4 upgrade driver. 

1 11. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 retrieving an identification of at least one software program from a system 

3 memory of the Infonnation handling system; 

4 determining an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 

5 operating system; and 

6 providing a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the software 

7 program in response to an incompatible determination. 

1 1 2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 executing, in response to a completion of the automated operating system 

3 upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an upgrade 

4 operating system media. 

1 1 3. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

2 displaying upon a display device the cun-ent hardware information. 

1 14. A computer program product for implementing an automated operating 

2 system upgrade In an information handling system, from an older version to a newer 

3 version, comprising: 

4 a computer program processable by an information handling system for 

5 causing the information handling system to: 

6 initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 

7 upgrade preparation media; 
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8 determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 

9 in response to the preparation; and 

10 proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 

1 1 determination, otherwise terminate the upgrade preparation; and 

12 apparatus from which the computer program is accessible by the information 

13 handling system. 



1 1 5. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the computer program is 

2 processable by the computer system for further causing the computer system to: 
^ 3 prior to initiating the preparation, provide a user interface display page, the 
ip 4 user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 

g 5 instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 

/■f 6 preparation. 

^1 16. The computer program product of claim 1 5, wherein the user interface display 

PI 2 page includes a web page. 

us 

g 1 17. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein initiating the preparation 

HiJ 2 for the upgrade includes executing instructions for scanning a current hardware 

3 configuration of the information handling system, and wherein determining the 

4 eligibility of the infomiation handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the 

5 scanned current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 

6 predetennined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

1 1 8. The computer program product of claim 1 7, wherein the program further 

2 comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 retrieve a system identification from the information handling system, and 

4 further wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling system for the 

5 upgrade includes comparing the retrieved system identification with a listing of 
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6 system identifications predetenriined to be compatible with the newer version of the 

7 operating system. 

1 1 9. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein proceeding with the 

2 upgrade preparation in response to a determination of eligibility, the program further 

3 including instructions for causing the computer to: 

4 retrieve a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 

5 handling system; and 

6 determine whether the system BIOS Rev is a cun-ent version and if not 

7 current, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media and 
O 8 replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

1 20. The computer program product of claim 1 9, wherein replacing the system 

ii> 2 BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

if 

|J 1 21 . The computer program product of claim 19, wherein the program further 

p 2 comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 
Ij 3 retrieve an identification of at least one driver from the information handling 

fti 4 system; and 

5 copy an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information handling 

6 system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the retrieved driver 

7 identification. 

1 22. The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the driver includes at 

2 least one of an audio driver, video driver, modem driver, and network driver. 

1 23. The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the program further 

2 comprises instructions executable by the infonnation handling system to: 

3 set a registry in the information handling system, the registry configured to 
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4 enable the newer version of the operating system to automatically detect the 

5 upgrade driver. 

1 24. The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the program further 

2 comprises Instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 retrieve an identification of at least one software program from a system 

4 memory of the information handling system; 

5 determine an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 

6 operating system; and 

1.L ^ provide a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the software 

O 8 program in response to an incompatible determination. 

^ computer program product of claim 14, wherein the program further 

ip 2 comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 execute, in response to a completion of the automated operating 

4 system upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an 
p 5 upgrade operating system media. 

!?^^ 

ftf 1 26. The computer program product of 1 7, wherein the program further comprises 

2 instructions executable by the infomiation handling system to: 

3 display upon a display device the current hardware information. 

1 27. A computer program product for implementing an automated operating 

2 system upgrade in an information handling system, from an older version to a newer 

3 version, comprising: 

4 a computer program processable by an information handling system for 

5 causing the infomiation handling system to: 

6 provide a user interface display page, the user interface display page 

7 outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the instructions including a user- 



20 



1^ .: S 



PATENT 

Docket No.: 16356.686 (DC-03130) 
Customer No. 000027683 

8 selectable option to continue with the upgrade preparation; 

9 initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 

10 upgrade preparation media, wherein initiating the preparation for the upgrade 

1 1 Includes executing instmctlons for scanning a cun-ent hardware configuration 

12 of the infomation handling system; 

■■3 determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 

14 in response to the preparation, wherein detemiining the eligibility of the 

1 5 infomiatlon handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the scanned 

16 current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 

1 7 predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating 

18 system; and 
I "1 9 proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 

20 detemiination, othenwise terminate the upgrade preparation, wherein 

21 proceeding includes executing instructions to retrieve a system BIOS Rev 
•+^22 from a system memory of the information handling system, and detennine 
©23 whether the system BIOS Rev is a cunent version and if not current, then 
g24 obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media and 
Jj25 replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev; and 

ip26 apparatus from which the computer program is accessible by the infonnation 

27 handling system. 

1 28. A computer program for implementing an automated operating system 

2 upgrade in an Information handling system, from an older version to a newer 

3 version, the computer program processable by the information handling system for 

4 causing the information handling system to: 

5 initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 

6 upgrade preparation media; 

7 determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 

8 in response to the preparation; and 
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9 proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 

10 determination, otherwise temriinate the upgrade preparation. 

1 29. The computer program of claim 28, wherein the computer program is 

2 processable by the information handling system for further causing the information 

3 handling system to: 

4 prior to initiating the preparation, provide a user interface display page, the 

5 user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 

6 instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 

7 preparation. 

jj 1 30. The computer program of claim 29, wherein the user interface display page 

; i 2 includes a web page. 

2^ 1 31 . The computer program of claim 28, wherein initiating the preparation for the 

2 upgrade includes executing instructions for scanning a current hardware 

p 3 configuration of the information handling system, and wherein determining the 

jg 4 eligibility of the information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the 

m 5 scanned cun-ent hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 

6 predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

1 32. The computer program of claim 31 , wherein the program further comprises 

2 instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 retrieve a system identification from the information handling system, 

4 and further wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling 

5 system for the upgrade includes comparing the retrieved system identification 

6 with a listing of system identifications predetermined to be compatible with 

7 the newer version of the operating system. 
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1 33. The computer program of claim 28, wherein proceeding with the upgrade 

2 preparation in response to a determination of eligibility, the program further including 

3 instructions for causing the information handling system to: 

4 retrieve a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 

5 handling system; and 

6 determine whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 

7 current, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media 

8 and replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

1 34. The computer program of claim 33, wherein replacing the system BIOS Rev 



with the upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS Rev. 



^ 1 35. 



The computer program of claim 33, wherein the program further comprises 
instructions executable by the infomiation handling system to: 

retrieve an identification of at least one driver from the information 

4 handling system; and 

5 copy an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information 
handling system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the 

?tf 7 retrieved driver identification. 



36. The computer program of claim 35, wherein the driver includes at least one of 



2 an audio driver, video driver, modem driver, and network driver. 



37. The computer program of claim 35, wherein the program further comprises 

2 instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 set a registry in the information handling system, the registry 

4 configured to enable the newer version of the operating system to 

5 automatically detect the upgrade driver. 
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1 38. The computer program of claim 28, wherein the program further comprises 

2 instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 retrieve an identification of at least one software program from a 

4 system memory of the Information handling system; 

5 determine an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 

6 operating system; and 

7 provide a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the 

8 software program in response to an incompatible detemnination. 



1 39. The computer program of claim 28, wherein the program further comprises 
gj 2 instructions executable by the infonnation handling system to: 




execute, in response to a completion of the automated operating 
system upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an 



il 5 upgrade operating system media. 

I# 1 40. The computer program of 31 , wherein the program further comprises 

15 2 instmctions executable by the information handling system to: 

3 display upon a display device the current hardware information. 
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